
U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 
Eight Hundred and Sixteenth Meeting 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
August 7, 2019 – 8:30 a.m. 

 
Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Bureau of the Census) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest Government Publishing Office 
Kate James   Library of Congress 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Sean Killen   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)  
Jeremy Smith    Department of the Interior (Bureau of Ocean and Energy 

    Management) 
Tara Wallace   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
None 
 
Staff 
Marcelle Caturia, U.S. Geological Survey  
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Kevin Romero, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
Frank Velasquez, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Council of Geographic Names Authorities conference attendees 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Flora opened the meeting at 8:40 a.m. and asked the members and staff to introduce themselves.  
For the benefit of the attendees from the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA), 
he provided a brief overview of the meeting structure and points of order.  He reminded the 
Domestic Names Committee (DNC) members and the COGNA attendees that the meeting would 
be conducted just as it is each month in Washington, D.C.  He asked that DNC members direct 
any questions about docketed proposals to the staff rather than to any State Names Authority in 
attendance.  He also asked that COGNA attendees hold their questions until after the meeting. 
 
Flora also thanked COGNA and the Louisiana Board on Geographic Names for inviting the DNC 
to hold its monthly meeting during the conference. 
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2.  Minutes of the 815th Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 815th meeting, held July 11, 2019, were approved with minor typographical 
corrections. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace for Dillon) 
 
There was no report.  
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Runyon) 
 
Runyon also extended her appreciation to COGNA and the Louisiana Board on Geographic 
Names. 
 
Quarterly Meeting 276 of the Full Board was held on July 16 at the Department of the Interior.  
The appointment letters for the 2019-2021 term are being reviewed by the U.S. Geological 
Survey, while Dillon continues to collect member and deputy member biographies for vetting by 
the White House.  Runyon reminded the DNC that in accordance with the bylaws, all current 
members and deputy members continue to serve after October 1, even if their appointment has 
not yet been confirmed.  The Executive Committee met just prior to the Full Board meeting and 
discussed additional details about the appointment letters.   
 
Due to a lack of a quorum at Meeting 275 (October 2018), three items that had been voted on 
were presented for a follow-up vote at Meeting 276:  one new undersea feature name; the 
minutes of the previous meeting; and the report of the March 2018 joint meeting between the 
BGN and the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN). 
 
Because of a conflict with the annual meeting of the North American Cartographic Information 
Society, Full Board Quarterly Meeting 277 has been rescheduled to October 8.  The Executive 
Committee will meet prior to the Full Board meeting. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (SCC) (Forrest) 
 
Forrest reported that the status of the Fiscal Year 2018 BGN Annual Report is almost complete. 
She has compiled all of the committee entries based on previous quarterly committee reports and 
is requesting edits and revisions from the various BGN committees by August 16.  Forrest also 
requested that links in the FY18 AR be current, active links to BGN web pages since the 
document, if approved, will be uploaded and available online. 
 
At Full Board Meeting 276, members discussed whether a “media kit” should be prepared for 
when the press has questions about the BGN.  She questioned if there should be a single person 
to handle media inquiries or whether each member could respond if asked directly.  She asked 
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members for any suggestions based on how their agencies deal with media inquiries.  Flora 
remarked that all members need to be prepared to respond to the press regarding the BGN and/or 
its decisions.  Wallace noted that NOAA has a good point of contact for media inquiries.  Forrest 
added that she recently provided members of the SCC with a link to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s “Press Kit, which may prove useful to the BGN. 
 
Forrest reminded the committee that she and Susan Lyon (SCC vice-chair) are available to 
review or edit any BGN documents they may have.  
 
The BGN informational brochures need to be updated and Forrest will soon be asking for 
suggested revisions.  
 
Forrest hopes to attend the next meeting of the Foreign Names Committee, which will be held on 
September 10.  
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Runyon) 
 
The BGN’s Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names (ACAN) will meet at the U.S. Geological 
Survey on August 29.  New names for seven ice streams (classified in the Geographic Names 
Information System (GNIS) as “glacier”) were approved at the last ACAN meeting.  Some of the 
names are acronyms, which are treated differently between the U.S. and the United Kingdom (in 
the latter, acronyms begin with a capital letter followed by lower case letters).  As such, the form 
of the names differ between the two countries’ databases.  
 
Runyon received an inquiry from the Congressional Research Service about the BGN’s approval 
of several summit names.  
 
Runyon was interviewed by smithsonian.com (the organization’s online forum, distinct from the 
Smithsonian magazine) about the BGN name change process, and specifically, efforts to change 
features named in reference to the Confederacy.  
 
Runyon has been in contact with the Colorado Governor’s office about the possibility of re-
establishing a Colorado geographic names authority.  There is no process in place currently, so it 
may take some time.  Runyon provided the governor’s chief of staff and communications 
director with an overview of the seven proposals that are pending in Colorado, two of which are 
to change the name of Mount Evans.  The governor’s staff indicated that the governor’s office is 
reluctant to make recommendations on these issues and that a “robust review process” is needed.  
 
Runyon was interviewed by a reporter with the The New York Times, who had spoken previously 
with the Minnesota State Names Authority about the 2018 BGN decision to change the name of 
Lake Calhoun in Minneapolis to Bde Maka Ska.  The Minnesota Supreme Court is investigating 
whether the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources had the authority to rename the lake.  
The BGN was asked to revisit the decision but responded that it would not do so until the 
Minnesota Supreme Court has issued its final ruling.  
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At the July DNC meeting, Runyon reported on a call she had received from the producer of the 
Netflix show Patriot Act with Hasan Minhaj, who had expressed interest in doing a segment on 
the BGN.  Runyon expressed concerns regarding the request, particularly as one of the goals of 
the segment was to initiate a proposal so that it could be followed through the process.  However, 
on July 21, the show posted a short online video to its YouTube channel, highlighting geographic 
names that could be considered offensive.  The host encouraged viewers to submit proposals to 
change these names and provided a link to a pdf of the BGN proposal form.  On July 27, the 
video was mentioned in an item in the Greatest International Scavenger Hunt (GISH), which 
encouraged participants to submit proposals or petitions to rename features with offensive 
names.  As a result of the video and the GISH item, the BGN received 45 proposals between July 
22 and August 13 (three were for administrative features not under the BGN’s purview).  BGN 
staff will be processing these case by case, in the order they were received.  Several of the 
proposals were submitted independently to change the name of the same feature.  
 
Attorneys representing Constellation Brands, Inc. submitted their proposal to make official the 
name Doak Creek for the stream in Napa County, California that was named To Kalon Creek by 
a 2017 BGN decision.  The proponent of the latter name has indicated he will be submitting a 
new proposal to apply the name Doak Creek to a tributary of To Kalon Creek.  Runyon provided 
an overview of how the proposals will be processed.  The BGN’s Principle VI states that once 
named, a feature cannot be unnamed (only changed).  However, if the BGN should vote to 
reverse its 2017 decision for To Kalon Creek, it could be classified as “Not Official” in GNIS.  
Runyon, Danfora, and O’Donnell spoke recently with two members of the California Advisory 
Committee on Geographic Names (CACGN) about the details of the proposals.  The CACGN 
will discuss whether to revisit its previous recommendation at its October meeting.  The original 
proponent has asked the Napa County Commissioners to submit an additional letter of support; 
Runyon reminded him that additional support is not in itself new evidence. 
 
Following the release of Quarterly Review List 436 in July, an email notice was sent to all 573 
federally recognized Tribes and to the approximately 180 Tribal Historic Preservation Officers 
recognized by the National Park Service.  
 
The Utah Legislature has inquired about changing the names of all 54 features in Utah that 
include the word “Squaw.”  Because of the large number of features, there appears to be some 
reluctance to go through the BGN review process; however, Runyon noted it is the best approach 
so that each proposal can be considered on its own merits and it provides an opportunity for local 
residents, land management agencies, and federally recognized tribes to provide input.  Runyon 
also discussed the matter with the Utah Committee on Geographic Names.  
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Staff will begin processing the proposals received as a result of the Patriot Act with Hasan 
Minhaj video. 
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Following the retirement in May of BGN Executive Secretary Lou Yost, the staff has assumed 
his duties while the position remains vacant.  Runyon asked the DNC for its patience as staff 
manages the increased workload. 
 
DNC staff has relocated to the second floor of the USGS building to be closer to the National 
Geospatial Program offices.  The staff has also decided to give up its dedicated fax line and use 
the NGP number ((703) 648-4722) instead.  
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
In preparation for the 2020 Census, the Census Bureau has submitted a few thousand updates for 
inclusion in GNIS.  Some of these comprise spatial changes in addition to name changes, and 
GNIS staff has been working through the lists.   
 
McCormick received a request from Dan White, U.S. Forest Service, who has been working with 
a National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) data steward, to update NHD with official GNIS names.  
 
GNIS staff received an inquiry about why some names on U.S. Forest Service maps are omitted 
from GNIS and yet are labeled on USGS topographic maps.  It appears they were overlooked 
during Phase I and Phase II data collection and so they will be added to GNIS.  
 
GNIS staff continues to use the landform collection tool to compile polygons for ranges, ridges, 
summits, valleys, and arroyos.  They are working currently on Montana, with approximately 30 
percent of summits completed.  An additional student contractor has been hired to assist with the 
project. 
 
Jane Messenger continues to attach BGN decision cards and work cards to GNIS entries, and is 
working on Idaho.  These cards were scanned in 2011.   
 
Some updates to the BGN website are still pending, including the consistent use of “BGN” 
instead of “the Board.”  A number of links and attached documents also need to be replaced.  
 
The Drupal web reengineering team at USGS has instituted a 15-minute lag time for updates to 
websites, due to server overload. 
 
Fiscal Year 2020 planning is essentially complete.  Many changes to GNIS are expected to be 
implemented in the coming year.  All of the APEX applications that run on Oracle will need to 
be transitioned due to pending charges to use Oracle services in 2021.  This will result in changes 
to the public query page and the online proposal form.  Domestic and Antarctic names will be 
combined into one database with a single access page.  GNIS production will be limited during 
this time.  These updates should not impact the landform tool, but links within the tool may be 
temporarily affected.  
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McCormick has been working with developers to help them understand how GNIS data is used.  
One of the major issues continues to be the format and storage of bibliographic citations that are 
attached to every name recorded in GNIS (it appears that “citation” means different things to 
developers and to toponymists).  The new format will be similar to GIS feature metadata and 
should be easier to record, retrieve, and update.  A style guide for citations is being produced. 
 
McCormick responded to inquiries from a USGS publications editor in Texas about two place 
names and from the Denver Post about determining elevations for summits in Colorado; she 
referred the latter inquirer to the National Geodetic Service.  
 
Flora asked about the issue of outdated administrative features names in GNIS.  McCormick 
provided a brief overview of the NGP policy directive (2014), which states that such names will 
no longer be maintained by the BGN or GNIS staff.  Some, but not all, of these features are 
already being collected and maintained by the USGS National Map Corps or other NGP 
programs.  Because of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the BGN and the 
Census Bureau, civil divisions and Census codes will continue to be maintained in GNIS.  There 
are no MOUs with other Federal agencies; some of their names and boundaries are maintained in 
the Protected Areas Database of the United States (PADUS).  
 
McCormick has suggested that all administrative feature names should be removed from GNIS 
and placed in a static (“legacy”) file that would no longer be updated but provided for 
researchers who might find it useful.  GNIS should not be delivering data that is not maintained.  
McCormick has asked developers to investigate the impacts of any changes on other databases 
that currently rely on GNIS.  If the BGN endorses her suggestion, McCormick would request 
that it provide a written statement of support.  Flora responded that the DNC needs to conduct a 
thorough review of the consequences of such an action and that a larger number of DNC 
members and deputy members need to be included in the discussion.  Given the timing, it is 
unlikely this issue can be addressed during the upcoming fiscal year.  Nonetheless, the staff will 
begin to prepare some background information to share at future DNC meetings.  
 
The meeting was adjourned for a 30-minute break. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved 
at this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 
interested parties 
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Change Pine Meadows Park Pond (FID 209790) to Pine Meadows Lake, Connecticut (Review 
List 433) 
 
There was some discussion as to whether there was in fact opposition to the proposal because the 
Town Board’s response of “no opinion” included some concerns with the change.   Members 
also discussed the lack of response from the State Names Authority.  Some questioned what 
would happen if the BGN approved a proposal but is advised later that there is local and/or State 
objection; the consensus was to consider the possibility if it happens.  It was noted that in the 
past, the BGN has voted not to approve proposals in the belief that a lack of response implies a 
lack of support. 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the proposal, citing a reluctance to change a 
longstanding name and the lack of local or State support. 
 
 Vote:     6  in favor 
                2  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion were cast in the belief that the proposal had merit. 
 
Change Madonna Lake (FID 989225) to Highland Lake, North Carolina (Review List 435) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  Some members commented that the 
name had a slight “commercial feel” but were comfortable with the change because the name has 
been in historical and current use. 
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Druid Hill, Georgia (Review List 427) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing a lack of local and State 
support, as well as possible confusion with other features in the area with similar names.  
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Seaborg Creek, New York (Review List 431) 
 
Members questioned why the New York State Names Authority (SNA) recommended that the 
name not be approved in part “due to lack of sufficient local support” when the Town Board was 
in favor of the name.  Staff explained that the SNA has requested that the BGN staff contact 
town and county historians for comment, because as official government appointees, these 
individuals would have local and historical expertise; a lack of response from the historians is 
assumed by the SNA to indicate a lack of support.  There was some discussion as to how to 
address this apparent disagreement. 
 
Members discussed whether Dr. Seaborg was a nationally known figure whose contributions 
were sufficient enough to satisfy the Commemorative Names Policy and also if the honors 
already bestowed on him (including the naming of an element and an asteroid) should be a factor 
in the BGN’s decision. 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing a lack of direct association 
between the intended honoree and the feature.  
 
 Vote:     6  in favor 
                2  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited the intended honoree’s national and international 
contributions and the support of the Town Board. 
 
Trump Island, New York (Review List 432) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing a lack of local support and a 
lack of direct association between the intended honoree and the feature.  
 
 Vote:     6  in favor 
                0  against 
                2  abstentions 
 
Wog Island, New York (Review List 431) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendations 
of the local governments and the State Names Authority, and concerns regarding the potentially 
offensive nature of the word “Wog.” 
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Baileys Creek, North Carolina (Review List 435) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation 
of the State Names Authority and a lack of direct association between the intended honoree and 
the feature.  
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Brookridge Stream, North Carolina (Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing a lack of local support.  
Members discussed whether the name could be considered commercial in nature because it refers 
to a retirement community through which the stream flows.  
 
 Vote:     6  in favor 
                0  against 
                2  abstentions 
 
Change Negro Creek (FID 1095766) to Fort Towson Creek, Oklahoma (Review List 433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Frost Flower Peak, Tennessee (Review List 433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:     2  in favor 
                5  against 
                1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion cited a lack of local or State support. 
 
Change Negro Run (FID 1471370) to Courage Creek, Virginia (Review List 433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to defer a vote to allow for further discussion with the 
proponent regarding the State Names Authority’s opposition; the SNA has suggested that a name 
that has more historical significance would be preferable.  
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 Vote:     4  in favor 
                4  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Because of the tie vote, the proposal is automatically deferred to the next meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned for a 90-minute lunch break.  Due to time constraints of the COGNA 
program agenda, staff indicated it would proceed with a number of the remaining proposals and 
defer the rest to the September meeting.   
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Change Pierce Island (FID 869135) to Peirce Island, New Hampshire (Review List 435) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Merriam Stream, New York (Review List 431) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing potential confusion because 
the stream is not along nearby Merriam Road. 
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Wetzels Wood, New York (Review List 435) (FID 2804385) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  Members discussed the fact that extent 
of the feature as defined by the proponent matched exactly her property and that some of the area 
is not wooded.  Kanalley pointed out that for U.S. Forest Service purposes, a grove of trees is 
considered a memorial and as such is an administrative feature. 
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
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V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Bear Track Creek, New York (Review List 431) (FID 2804382) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:     7  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Chives Trickle, New York (Review List 431) (FID 2804383) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:     6  in favor 
                2  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited the poorly defined nature of the feature, and the opinion that 
“Trickle” is not a suitable generic.  
 
Minnow Creek, New York (Review List 431) (FID 2804384) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Quilt Creek, North Carolina (Review List 434) (FID 2804381) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Forrest thanked James for leading the July DNC meeting as Vice Chair in Flora’s absence.  She 
also thanked the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for hosting the recent open 
house on nautical cartography.  
 
Runyon recognized Danfora’s work as program leader of the USGS Historical Topographic Map 
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Collection and encouraged the DNC to use the extensive collection of maps provided on the 
website.   
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the designation of DNC chair and vice-chair for the 
upcoming two-year term. 
  
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held September 12, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., at 
the Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 
       (signed)    
    
       ____________________________ 
       [vacant] Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Andrew Flora 
 
_______________________ 
Andrew Flora, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
August 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties 
 

Change Pine Meadows Park Pond (FID 209790) to Pine Meadows Lake, Connecticut 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.5413846&p_longi=-
72.3891497&fid=209790 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Pine Meadows Park Pond, a 20-acre reservoir on Standish 
Brook in the Town of Colchester in New London County, to Pine Meadows Lake.  The proponent 
reports that the reservoir was a popular public fishing site until 2014, when he purchased the 
property that includes the reservoir.  He states that people are trespassing on his property to fish 
and that the word “Park” in the name suggests it is still publicly accessible.  The name appears in 
online fishing sites that aggregate the names and locations of lakes and reservoirs from GNIS and 
other sources.  The proponent believes that removing the word “Park” will help indicate that the 
reservoir is not on public property.  He also prefers the generic term “Lake.” 
 
The name Pine Meadows Park Pond has been shown on USGS topographic maps since 1967.  In 
addition to the reservoir, GNIS lists the associated dam as Pine Meadows Park Pond Dam, a name 
compiled from the 1981 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers inventory of reservoirs and dams.  The 
name is also recorded in the current National Inventory of Dams.  
 
The Town of Colchester Board of Selectmen voted that they would have no opinion about the 
proposal, while also adding that the change could cause confusion in State maps and data and that 
it may not help more than the already posted “No Trespassing” signs around the proponent’s 
property. 
 
After several requests for comment, the Connecticut State Names Committee did not provide a 
recommendation, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review 
List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 
60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this 
proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.5413846&p_longi=-72.3891497&fid=209790
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.5413846&p_longi=-72.3891497&fid=209790
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.5413846&p_longi=-72.3891497&fid=209790
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.5413846&p_longi=-72.3891497&fid=209790
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Change Madonna Lake (FID 989225) to Highland Lake, North Carolina 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.281391&p_longi=-
82.4389116&fid=989225 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Madonna Lake, a 22-acre reservoir in the Village of Flat 
Rock in Henderson County, to Highland Lake.  It was submitted by the Mayor of the Village of 
Flat Rock to recognize the name in current local use. 
 
According to the proponent and local histories of the area, the reservoir was constructed in the late 
1700s for a grist mill owned by John Earle.  In the 1870s, the surrounding land was given to 
Henrietta Aiken Rhett and the reservoir became known as Rhett’s Mill Pond.  In 1910, the property 
was purchased by the Highland Lake Club, which built a hotel and a golf course and planned to 
build summer vacation homes around the reservoir.  The club failed after a few years, but the name 
Highland Lake remained in use until the 1950s, even as the property was managed by a number of 
organizations including the Fleet School for Boys, the Carolina Military and Naval Academy (a 
boy’s preparatory school), the Highland Lake Boys Camp, the All-American Boys Camp, and 
Camp Brandeis.  USGS maps from 1935 to 1947 labeled the reservoir Highland Lake.  In 1955, the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Raleigh purchased the reservoir and grounds for a retreat center and 
summer camp that they named Our Lady of the Hills.  Between 1955 and 1985, the reservoir was 
referred to as Madonna Lake and that name first appeared on USGS maps in 1965 (there is no 
evidence the BGN was involved in this change).  The author of the Friends of Highland Lake blog, 
who grew up in the area, claims the name Lake Madonna never came into widespread use, and 
after the property was acquired in 1985 by a family who opened the Highland Lake Inn and 
Conference Center, use of the name Highland Lake once again became well established.   
 
The reservoir is located near Highland Lake Village and roads near the reservoir are named North 
Highland Lake Road and Highland Lake Drive.  The Bonclarken Conference Center, located at the 
south end of the reservoir, uses the name Highland Lake on its website.  Henderson County maps 
published by the North Carolina Department of Transportation have consistently used the name 
Highland Lake from 1944 to the present. 
 
The dam that forms the lake is recorded as Rhett Mill Dam in GNIS and in the National Inventory 
of Dams. 
 
The Mayor of the Village of Flat Rock and the Henderson County Board of Commissioners 
support the proposal.  The North Carolina State Names Authority also recommends approval and 
reports that the name Highland Lake would restore a historical and significant name that is already 
referred to in local permitting issues. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.281391&p_longi=-82.4389116&fid=989225
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.281391&p_longi=-82.4389116&fid=989225
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.281391&p_longi=-82.4389116&fid=989225
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were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Druid Hill, Georgia 
(Review List 427) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.81375&p_longi=-84.30418 
 
The new name Druid Hill is proposed for an unnamed summit in the unincorporated community of 
North Decatur in DeKalb County.  The proponent, whose house is located on the edge of the 
summit, states, “There are roads (N. Druid Hills Rd.), neighborhoods (Druid Hills), and places 
(Druid Hills High School, Druid Hills Baptist Church, Druid Hills Post Office, etc.), but no 
geologic [sic] feature named Druid Hill.”   
 
The proponent is an artist who has been creating metal sculpture in his yard since 1989.  He states 
that the summit is the location of two of his art installations, “The Mechanical Riverfront Kingdom 
of John Clark Ashton Cornelius Farmer” and “The Commuter Gallery,” as well as his self-
described “Battle of Druid Hill.”  A faux-historical marker that the proponent installed in his yard 
states that this “battle” occurred on “the homestead of John Clark Ashton Cornelius Farmer” and 
took place as “corporate troops” used “scorched earth economic tactics” to keep “hard working 
citizens” oppressed.  
 
The unincorporated Druid Hills neighborhood is located about three miles to the southwest.  It was 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and contains historic mansions and the campus of Emory 
University and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
After the Druid Hills Civic Association informed the DeKalb County Commissioners that they 
would not support the proposal, citing confusion with their community name, the commissioners 
also expressed objection.  The Georgia State Names Authority also does not recommend approval, 
stating that the proponent’s “request to have his property and yard art designated a geographic 
feature is without precedent in Georgia.  The Board has not recognized similar work/locations as 
meriting name recognition.”  They believe the name would cause confusion with the Druid Hills 
neighborhood. 
 
Forty-four area residents submitted emails in support of the proposal.  
 
GNIS lists several nearby features with “Druid Hills” in their names, although all are 
administrative features.  Druid Hills Census Designated Place and North Druid Hills Census 
Designated Place are west and southwest of the summit. 
 
According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized Tribes with an interest in DeKalb County. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.81375&p_longi=-84.30418
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.81375&p_longi=-84.30418
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Seaborg Creek, New York 
(Review List 431) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.005679&p_longi=-
76.787851 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.017241&p_longi=-
76.770926 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Seaborg Creek to a 1.3-mile-long 
unnamed tributary of South Creek in the Town of Ashland in Chemung County.  It is the first of 
eight proposals submitted by a local resident to apply new names to small unnamed streams in 
Chemung County and neighboring Steuben County (six of the proposals are on this docket, while 
two are pending additional local input.  An additional proposal from the same individual is to name 
a stream in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania).   
 
This new name is intended to commemorate Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg (1912-1999), best known for 
discovering the element plutonium, and recipient of 1951 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.  In August 
1997, element 106, seaborgium (Sg), was named in his honor, the first time an element was named 
for a living person.  According to his obituary, Dr. Seaborg was a native of Michigan who 
completed undergraduate studies in chemistry at UCLA in 1934, graduate work in nuclear 
chemistry at Berkeley, and received a Ph.D. in 1937, after which he joined the faculty at Berkeley 
as instructor.  His biography continues, “Dr. Seaborg’s lifelong research effort was directed toward 
the radiochemical synthesis and characterization of elements.  He and his coworkers discovered ten 
transuranium elements and many isotopes that have applications in research, medicine, and 
industry.  Seaborg also served as director of the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory from 1946 to 1958, 
and in 1961 was named chairman of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, a position he held for 
ten years.  Dr. Seaborg played a key role in the conclusion of the treaty that banned the testing of 
nuclear weapons in the atmosphere.”  The proponent has confirmed that there is no known known 
association between Dr. Seaborg and the stream and/or Chemung County.   
 
The Ashland Town Board supports the proposal.  The Chemung County Executive was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  At the 
request of the New York State Names Committee, the Chemung County Historian was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
State Names Committee does not recommend approval, citing a lack of direct or long-term 
association between the intended honoree and the feature, as well as insufficient local support. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.005679&p_longi=-76.787851
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.005679&p_longi=-76.787851
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.005679&p_longi=-76.787851
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.017241&p_longi=-76.770926
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.017241&p_longi=-76.770926
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.017241&p_longi=-76.770926
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.017241&p_longi=-76.770926
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Trump Island, New York 
(Review List 432) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.012477&p_longi=-76.780106 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Trump Island to a small unnamed island 
in the Town of Ashland in Chemung County, and along an unnamed stream proposed to be named 
Seaborg Creek (q.v.).  The new name would commemorate Fred Trump (1905-1999), a 
businessman and real estate developer in New York City and the late father of President Donald 
Trump.  According to the proponent, “Mr. Trump had nothing to do with Ashland, but a lot to do 
with New York.” 
 
The Ashland Town Board has no opinion about the proposal and indicated it would support the 
recommendations of the landowners. The proponent was asked to contact these individuals, but no 
comments were received.  The Chemung County Executive was asked to comment, but no 
response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  At the request of the New 
York State Names Committee, the Chemung County Historian was asked to comment, but no 
response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The State Names 
Committee does not recommend approval, citing a lack of direct or long-term association between 
the intended honoree and the feature, as well as insufficient local support. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Wog Island, New York 
(Review List 431) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.277535&p_longi=-76.013067 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Wog Island for a small island in the Saint Lawrence 
River in the Town of Orleans in Jefferson County.  The island is located within the Thousand 
Islands. 
 
The proponent owns the island and states that it has been in his family since the 1950s.  He reports 
that the name Wog Island is known by local residents and that there are signs reading “Wog 
Island” attached to the cottage on the island.  A Facebook page titled “Rock Island Lighthouse” 
has used the name Wog Island in captions of images taken of the island since 2013.  A comment 
on an article about a lighthouse on nearby Rock Island and an amateur photography page use the 
name Wog Island. 
 
The proponent presumes that “wog” is short for polliwog (or pollywog), an American colloquial 
term for a tadpole.  “Pollywog” is also a slang sailing term for someone who has not crossed the 
Equator by sea.  “Wog” has an offensive context in British and Australian English. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.012477&p_longi=-76.780106
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.277535&p_longi=-76.013067
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.277535&p_longi=-76.013067
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The Town of Orleans does not support the name, stating that “wog” is “an offensive term.”  The 
Jefferson County Legislators do not wish to “circumvent the position taken by the Town of 
Orleans” and have no opinion on the matter.  The Historian of the Town of Orleans declined to 
address the proposal.  The New York State Names Committee recommends disapproval, stating, 
“We do feel that long use terms are important, however, the offensive nature of the term and lack 
of local government support overrules our thoughts on the long used name.” 
  
According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized Tribes with an interest in Jefferson County.  A query of GNIS found no features with 
“Wog” in their names. 
 

Baileys Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.483365&p_longi=-
83.058784 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.478438&p_longi=-
83.065142 
 
The new name Baileys Creek is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long tributary of Plott Creek in Haywood 
County.  The stream is mostly on private property and heads within a Southern Appalachian 
Highlands Conservancy Easement. 
 
The name is intended to commemorate Edgar Henry Summerfield Bailey (1848-1933), who 
founded the University of Kansas Chemistry Department in Lawrence, Kansas.  Dr. Bailey is 
honored with Bailey Hall on the University of Kansas campus and with the E. H. S. Bailey House 
in Lawrence on the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  The proponent reports that he recently 
acquired land along the unnamed stream and that Bailey was his great-grandfather.  Although the 
proponent acknowledges that Dr. Bailey had no association with the feature or the area, he asks 
that the proposal be considered citing national recognition of Dr. Bailey’s life and 
accomplishments.  Dr. Bailey was one of the first to advocate for pure food and water regulations 
in Kansas and served on the Kansas State Board of Health. 
 
The Haywood County Commissioners were asked to comment, but no response was received, 
which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The North Carolina Board on Geographic Names 
does not recommend approval, citing the lack of direct, long-term association between Dr. Bailey 
and the feature.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.483365&p_longi=-83.058784
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.483365&p_longi=-83.058784
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.483365&p_longi=-83.058784
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.483365&p_longi=-83.058784
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.478438&p_longi=-83.065142
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.478438&p_longi=-83.065142
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.478438&p_longi=-83.065142
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.478438&p_longi=-83.065142
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Brookridge Stream, North Carolina 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.15005&p_longi=-
80.29028 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.1413&p_longi=-80.27867 
 
The new name Brookridge Stream is proposed for a 0.95-mile-long tributary of Monarcus Creek in 
Winston-Salem in Forsyth County.  The stream flows through the Brookridge Retirement 
Community.  The community’s monthly newsletter is The Brookridge Stream and so the proponent 
prefers the generic “Stream” despite its lack of use in Forsyth County.  (There are two streams in 
North Carolina with the generic “Stream.”)  There are no other features listed in GNIS with 
“Brookridge” in their names. 
 
The Winston-Salem City Council and the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners were asked to 
comment, but no replies were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
North Carolina Board on Geographic Names does not recommend approval, citing the connection 
to the name of a commercial development and an inability to locate the stream on local maps (it is 
depicted on USGS topographic maps). 
 
When asked to comment on the State’s opinion, the proponent responded that “the name change 
[sic] had full support of the residents,” but did not provide further evidence of this.  He wrote that 
the retirement community “has primarily relied on personal and church references for support 
through the years and has done well on that path.  My proposal is more to bring notice to the 
stream rather than to any commercial venture. . . .  The primary reason that this stream is so special 
is that the surrounding property has been closed off from all commercial development for the past 
three decades and has provided creatures a natural place for living and hunting!  There is no other 
connection with any commercial ventures.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Change Negro Creek (FID 1095766) to Fort Towson Creek, Oklahoma 

(Review List 433) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=34.0078838&p_longi=-
95.2643994&fid=1095766 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Negro Creek, a 3.4-mile-long tributary of Gates Creek and 
Lake Raymond Gary in Choctaw County, to Fort Towson Creek.  The proponent is the Chairman 
and Mayor of Fort Towson and considers the current name to be offensive. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.15005&p_longi=-80.29028
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.15005&p_longi=-80.29028
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.15005&p_longi=-80.29028
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.1413&p_longi=-80.27867
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.1413&p_longi=-80.27867
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=34.0078838&p_longi=-95.2643994&fid=1095766
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=34.0078838&p_longi=-95.2643994&fid=1095766
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=34.0078838&p_longi=-95.2643994&fid=1095766
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=34.0078838&p_longi=-95.2643994&fid=1095766
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Fort Towson was named for a nearby military outpost that was established in 1824 and named for 
General Nathan Towson, a hero of the War of 1812 and at the time Army paymaster-general. 
 
A portion of the stream flows through land managed by the Oklahoma State Land Board.  It has 
been labeled Negro Creek on USGS topographic maps since 1971; the origin of the name has not 
been determined.  
 
The Fort Towson Board of Trustees supports the proposal.  The Choctaw County Commissioners 
does not recommend approval, citing concerns with changing a historical name.  The Oklahoma 
State Land Commission, the Oklahoma Historical Society, and the Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation support the name change. The Oklahoma Board on Geographic Names 
recommends approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Frost Flower Peak, Tennessee 

(Review List 433) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.28306&p_longi=-83.90221 
 
The new name Frost Flower Peak is proposed for an unnamed 1,543-foot summit on Big Ridge in 
Big Ridge State Park in Union County.  The summit is the highest point in the park. 
 
The name refers to a unique ice formation known as “frost flowers” or “ice flowers” that form 
when water seeps out of plant stems and freezes into ribbons of ice.  These formations occur only 
when air temperatures are below freezing but temperatures within plant stems remain above 
freezing.  Frost flowers are only found on certain plants.  The proponent has found large numbers 
of frost flowers on this summit; their occurrence at this location has been independently recorded 
online by other individuals. 
 
The Union County Mayor and Commissioners have no objection to the name provided Tennessee 
State Parks supports it.  However, State Parks does not support the proposal, stating that they 
reserve the right to name features in State parks and that frost flowers are “not rare throughout 
Tennessee when conditions are favorable for their formation.”  Based on State Parks’ objection, 
the Tennessee State Names Authority does not recommend approval of the name. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.28306&p_longi=-83.90221
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.28306&p_longi=-83.90221
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Change Negro Run (FID 1471370) to Courage Creek, Virginia 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=38.5781776&p_longi=-
77.5919325&fid=1471370 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Negro Run, an approximately three-mile-long tributary of 
Town Run in Fauquier County, to Courage Creek.  The stream flows through 33 acres of land 
bordering Marine Corps Base Quantico.  The property is owned by the proponent’s nonprofit 
organization, Semper K9 Assistance Dogs.  Semper K9 rescues and trains service dogs and 
provides them to active duty military and veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces and their families.   
 
The 1943 USGS and 1944 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers topographic maps labeled the stream 
with the pejorative form of “Negro.”  USGS maps begin showing it as Negro Run in 1953.  
Although the origin of the existing name has not been determined, the proponent states that the 
proposed name would recognize “the slaves who lived there and had the courage to continue on 
and raise their families under oppression” and “that Courage is an important leadership trait for the 
U.S. Marine Corps.”   
 
The Virginia Board on Geographic Names (VABGN) supports changing the name of the stream 
but does not endorse the proposed name because they found names of several early settlers of the 
area who they feel would be more appropriate.  They state that although the origin of the name is 
unknown, they believe that “it is very possible that it was named by French-speaking Huguenot 
settlers, and it should be noted that there were planters, members of the middle class, Free African-
Americans and Slaves living in the Negro Run vicinity in the 18th and 19th centuries.  [We] think 
a name more meaningful to the locality and to Fauquier County’s history is needed.”  As part of its 
research, the VABGN asked the Fauquier County Board of Supervisors for its opinion but received 
no response, which is presumed by the VABGN to indicate no objection.  The VABGN also 
contacted the Fauquier County Historical Society, the Fauquier County Heritage and Preservation 
Foundation, and the Afro-American Historical Association of Fauquier County for comments on 
the proposal.  The county historical society responded that although they understood that the name 
is offensive to many people, they do not support the proposed change, citing the name’s use for 
almost 300 years and the loss of proper context and knowledge of this historical name if the name 
were to be changed.  They further suggested “other avenues of educating the public be pursued 
rather than just changing the name.”  The VABGN also sent a letter to the editor of the Fauquier 
Times so that the proposal could be announced for comment; it was not published. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=38.5781776&p_longi=-77.5919325&fid=1471370
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=38.5781776&p_longi=-77.5919325&fid=1471370
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=38.5781776&p_longi=-77.5919325&fid=1471370
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Arturdee Creek, Washington 
(Review List 431) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-
117.10475 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-
117.09033 
 
The new name Arturdee Creek is proposed for an unnamed 1.2-mile-long stream that flows out of 
Liberty Lake in Spokane County.  The stream flows into the City of Liberty Lake, an incorporated 
city north of the lake of the same name.   
 
The proposed name is associated with the historical community of Arturdee, which was located 
near the mouth of the stream.  No details are known about the history or meaning of the name, 
which appeared on USGS topographic maps until 1970.  According to GNIS, there are no other 
features with “Arturdee” in their names. 
 
The Washington Board on Geographic Names (WABGN) asked the Spokane City Council and the 
Spokane County Commissioners to comment on the proposal, but no responses were received, 
which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  Citing the apparent lack of local support, the 
WABGN recommends disapproval of the name.  
 
As part of its research, the WABGN contacted the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
and the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe.  A copy of the proposal was also forwarded by the BGN staff to 
the following tribes that have an interest in Spokane County:  the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, the 
Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation, and the Spokane Tribe of the Spokane 
Reservation.  No responses were received from any of these tribes, which is presumed to indicate a 
lack of opinion.   
 

Pinecroft Peak, Washington 
(Review List 431) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.683416&p_longi=-117.229424 
 
The new name Pinecroft Peak is proposed for an unnamed 2,106-foot summit in the community of 
Spokane Valley in Spokane County.  The summit is also located within the Pinecroft Natural Area 
Preserve, managed by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources; the proposed name 
refers to the name of the preserve.  According to GNIS, there are no other features in the State with 
“Pinecroft” in their names.   
 
The Washington Board on Geographic Names (WABGN) asked the Liberty Lake City Council and 
the Spokane County Commissioners to comment on the proposal, but no responses were received, 
which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  Citing the apparent lack of local support, the 
WABGN recommends disapproval of the name.  
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.683416&p_longi=-117.229424
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.683416&p_longi=-117.229424
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As part of its research, the WABGN contacted the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
and the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe.  A copy of the proposal was also forwarded by the BGN staff to 
the following tribes that have an interest in Spokane County:  the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, the 
Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation, and the Spokane Tribe of the Spokane 
Reservation.  No responses were received from any of these tribes, which is presumed to indicate a 
lack of opinion.   
 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Change Pierce Island (FID 869135) to Peirce Island, New Hampshire 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.0739776&p_longi=-
70.7425528&fid=869135 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Pierce Island, an island along the Piscataqua River in the 
City of Portsmouth in Rockingham County, to Peirce Island.  The proposed change was initiated 
by the BGN staff in response to an inquiry from NOAA regarding the spelling in local use. 
 
In Place Names of Portsmouth (Grossman, 2005), the author states “If there were a naming derby, 
Peirce Island would win hands down.  For one thing, no one seems to be able to agree if the 
spelling is Peirce or Pierce, or whether perhaps it should be called Peirce’s or Pierce’s Island.”  
Numerous variant names have been found to refer to this island. 
 
USGS topographic maps labeled the island Pierces Island from 1920 until 1995.  When the name 
was entered into GNIS, it was recorded as Pierce Island, and this name was published on 
subsequent USTopo maps, as well as a 2005 Federal Emergency Management Agency map.   
Office of Coast Survey (OCS) charts used the name Peirces Island from 1846 to 1876; Pierces 
Island from 1945 to 2013; and Pierce Island since 2014.  Various editions of the OCS Coast Pilot 
also report many names for the island:  Amazeen Island in 1874 and 1879 (this is a misapplication 
of an old name for nearby Goat Island); Oliver Island in 1874; Peirce Island in 1874; Oliver’s 
Island in 1879; Peirce’s Island in 1879; Pierce’s Island in 1891; and Pierce Island in 2017 and 
2018. 
 
The history of the island’s ownership and the various names by which is has been known is 
recorded in the 2005 volume Place Names of Portsmouth and in a series of articles in The 
Portsmouth Herald in the late 1950s.  These names include Doctor’s Island; Waterhouse Island; 
Partridge Island (in part), Partridges Island (or Partridge’s Island) (in part); Janvrin’s Island (in 
part); and Mendums Island (or Mendum’s Island) (in part).  Another recorded name is Isle of 
Washington, named for Fort Washington that was situated on the island during the Revolutionary 
War and the War of 1812.  A variant spelling of Pearce’s Island was recorded in 1874.  The name 
of Peirce Island commemorates the Peirce family, who first settled in Portsmouth in 1694.  The 
family owned part of the island in the 1700s and eventually purchased the entire island in the mid-
1800s.  They owned the island until 1923. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.0739776&p_longi=-70.7425528&fid=869135
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A phone call to the City of Portsmouth Planning Office confirmed that local usage is Peirce Island.  
Peirce Island Road crosses the Peirce Island Bridge and leads to the Peirce Island Boat Launch. 
 
The Portsmouth City Council was asked to comment on the proposed change, but no response was 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The Rockingham County Board of 
Commissioners did not formally comment on the proposal, but one commissioner reported that the 
board does not want to provide an official position and would support the recommendation of the 
city council.  The New Hampshire Board on Geographic Names supports the change.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Merriam Stream, New York 
(Review List 431) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.01283&p_longi=-
76.79364 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.02342&p_longi=-
76.77682 
 
This proposal is another of the group to apply new names to unnamed streams in Chemung County 
and Steuben County.  It is to apply the new commemorative name Merriam Stream to a 1.3-mile-
long unnamed tributary of South Creek in the Town of Ashland.  The new name would 
commemorate Amos Bird Merriam, who was a farmer, constable, and for several years, highway 
commissioner for Ashland.  According to the proponent, Merriam’s farm was located along 
Merriam Road. 
 
The stream proposed to be named Merriam Stream runs alongside Rogers Road, while the one 
proposed to be named Seaborg Creek (q.v.) parallels Merriam Road.   
 
Maps of Chemung County from 1853 and 1904 identify properties owned by “A. Merriam” and 
“A.B. Merriam”, respectively, near the end of present-day Merriam Road (the earlier map likely 
refers to Albert Merriam (1815-1890), the father of the intended honoree).  An 1869 map shows 
“C.S. Merrian” [sic] in approximately the same location.   
 
The Ashland Town Board supports the proposal.  The Chemung County Executive was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  At the 
request of the New York State Names Committee, the Chemung County Historian was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
State Names Committee has no objection to the proposal. 
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According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized tribes with an interest in Chemung County. 
 

Wetzels Wood, New York 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.257889&p_longi=-74.970614 
 
The new name Wetzels Wood is proposed for an approximately 100-acre area of woods located on 
a hillside on the east side of Platner Brook in the Town of Delhi in Delaware County. 
 
The name is intended to commemorate Wetzel P. Swartz (1884-1946), who in 1942 purchased the 
property that contains the feature.  Mr. Swartz, the proponent’s grandfather, was born in Ohio and 
eventually moved to Long Island with his family.  After purchasing the property, the family spent 
summers there and planted a Victory Garden along Platner Brook.  Mr. Swartz fished for trout and 
grew apples on the property, and according to the proponent, “was never happier than when at 
Platner Brook.”  He is buried in Delhi about three miles from the woods.  The proponent wishes to 
honor her grandfather because he inspired appreciation of the beauty of this area of the Catskill 
Mountains and the family continues his legacy through stewardship of the land. 
 
The proponent describes the woods as “a mostly rectangular area of about 100 acres on a hillside 
on the East Side of Platner Brook. . . .  Most of the land remains forested, while the Marcy South 
Powerline Right of Way bisects the wood.  There are about 15 acres of old hay fields and pasture 
areas.”  She provided a map of the area in question, along with geographic coordinates that define 
its extent; the boundary coincides with the parcel owned by the proponent.  
 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.257889&p_longi=-74.970614
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.257889&p_longi=-74.970614
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The proponent states that she prefers the singular “Wood” because Mr. Swartz’s son picked up the 
British use of the term while in England prior to participating in the Normandy invasion during 
World War II.  
 
A Forester with Riverdale Farm and Forest stated that “as the consultant forester who worked with 
the family to provide a Forest Management Plan for the property. . . I would envision that once 
named ‘Wetzel’s Wood,’ [sic] the family would strive to honor the heritage through good 
stewardship and forward thinking.” 
 
The Town of Delhi supports the proposal, as does the Tax Map Supervisor for Delaware County.  
The application also included support from 16 local residents, as well as the President of SUNY 
Delhi, the President of the New York Forest Owners Association, the Director of the Delaware 
County Historical Association, and the CEO of the Delaware County Electric Co-op, which Mr. 
Swartz joined in 1943.  The Delaware County Board of Supervisors was asked to comment on the 
proposal, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The New 
York State Names Committee recommends approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Gordon Branch, North Carolina 
(Review List 434) 

Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.61328&p_longi=-
82.55299 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.60499&p_longi=-
82.53938 
 
The new name Gordon Branch is proposed for a 1.2-mile-long tributary of Reed Creek in the City 
of Asheville in Buncombe County.  The proponent is the Watershed Resources Manager for 
RiverLink, a non-profit organization promoting the environmental and economic vitality of the 
French Broad River and its watershed.  As part of a “name-that-creek” project, RiverLink worked 
with city staff and the West Asheville neighborhood to select an appropriate name for the stream.  
Through the project, RiverLink hopes to bring streams to the attention of neighborhood residents 
and encourage environmental stewardship. 
 
After reviewing six names submitted by neighborhood residents, the name Gordon Branch 
received the most votes in an online poll.  The name would commemorate Gordon James Wallace 
(1986-2013), who lived in a house near the stream for most of his life.  He and his friends would 
play in the stream and Gordon would later become an artist and musician.  The proponent reports 
that despite Gordon’s death at a young age, neighbors commented that “he made a positive 
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contribution to his friends and neighbors by his actions and appreciation of community” and that 
he was loved by many in the area who played music with him. 
 
FEMA maps published in 2010 label the stream Reed Creek Tributary 6.  The City Council of 
Asheville and the Buncombe County Commissioners support the proposal, as does the North 
Carolina Board on Geographic Names. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Doggetts Pond, Virginia 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=37.602309&p_longi=-77.993466 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Doggetts Pond to an approximately 1.6-
acre unnamed reservoir located on the proponent’s property in Powhatan County.  The property 
has been in the proponent’s family since the 1920s.   
 
The name would honor Douglas B. Doggett (1902-1988), the grandfather of the current owner of 
the property that contains the reservoir.  Upon his death, Mr. Doggett’s daughter received an 
inheritance that funded the construction of the pond.  Mr. Doggett was born and raised in 
Richmond and worked as the foreman of the maintenance shop at RF&P Railroad’s primary yard 
in Richmond.  He was a resident of Glen Allen at time of his death and is buried in Richmond.    
 
The Powhatan County Board of Supervisors has no objection to the proposal.  The Virginia Board 
on Geographic Names (VABGN) also has no objection, stating “although there is no strong family 
connection to the property in which the reservoir is located, the board sees no reason not to name 
it, it is a man-made feature and does need a name.”  As part of its research, the VABGN asked the 
Powhatan County Historical Society for an opinion, but received no response, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion.  The VABGN also sent a letter to the editor of Powhatan Today to 
have the proposal announced in the newspaper for comment; it was not published.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=37.602309&p_longi=-77.993466
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=37.602309&p_longi=-77.993466
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V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Northwoods Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88277&p_longi=-
84.26631 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.89157&p_longi=-
84.28261 
 
The new name Northwoods Creek is proposed for a 1.4-mile-long tributary of North Fork 
Peachtree Creek, located partially in the City of Doraville in DeKalb County.  The name is 
associated with the Northwoods Historic District through which the stream flows.  The district was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2014 and preserves an intact example of mid-
century architecture, subdivision planning, and landscapes.  A second proposal is to apply the new 
name Stewart Creek to a tributary of the stream in question. 
 
A 2013 FEMA map uses the name North Fork Peachtree Creek Tributary 1 for the portion of the 
stream downstream of the proposed Stewart Creek (q.v.) and the name North Fork Peachtree Creek 
Tributary 1.1 for the upstream portion. 
 
The proposal for Northwoods Creek was submitted by the President of the Northwoods Area 
Neighborhood Association (NANA), who states that a name would increase neighborhood pride 
and promote the neighborhood’s history.  After confirming with local residents and historians that 
the two primary streams that flow through the historic district were unnamed, NANA asked for 
suggestions.  The name Northwoods Creek received unanimous support from neighborhood 
residents.   
 
The City of Doraville supports the proposal. The DeKalb County Board of Commissioners was 
asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a 
lack of opinion.  The Georgia State Names Authority has no objection.  
 
GNIS includes an entry for the unincorporated community of Northwoods, along with some 
associated administrative features. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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Stewart Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88872&p_longi=-
84.27098 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.8992&p_longi=-84.27832 
 
The new associative name Stewart Creek is proposed for a 0.9-mile-long tributary of another 
unnamed stream proposed to be named Northwoods Creek (q.v.) in the City of Doraville in 
DeKalb County.   
 
The proposal was submitted by the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association (NANA), which 
states that a name would increase neighborhood pride and promote the neighborhood’s history.  
The name refers to a body of water that once existed near the source of the stream and which was 
known as “Stewart Lake.”  In the 1920s, a local landowner named Thomas Turner Stewart allowed 
excavation of a quarry in the area.  When the quarry was abandoned in the 1940s, Mr. Stewart 
dammed the stream to form a reservoir, which he stocked with trout.  It is not clear when the 
reservoir ceased to exist.  It is not listed in GNIS. 
 
A 2013 FEMA map collectively labels this stream and the lower portion of the stream proposed to 
be named Northwoods Creek (q.v.) as North Fork Peachtree Creek Tributary 1. 
 
The City of Doraville supports the proposal.  The DeKalb County Board of Commissioners was 
asked to comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  
The Georgia State Names Authority has no objection.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS lists a reservoir named Stewart Lake 15.5 miles to the southeast of the stream; the origin of 
this name has not been determined. 
 

Bear Track Creek, New York 
(Review List 431) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.013&p_longi=-76.77844 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.010312&p_longi=-
76.769525 
 
This proposal is another of the six new names for unnamed streams in Chemung County and 
Steuben County.   
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The name Bear Track Creek is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long unnamed tributary of an unnamed 
stream proposed to be named Seaborg Creek (q.v.) in the Town of Ashland in Chemung County.  
The name refers to the bears and bear tracks that the proponent reports are frequently spotted in 
this area. 
 
The Ashland Town Board supports the proposal.  The Chemung County Executive was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  At the 
request of the New York State Names Committee, the Chemung County Historian was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
State Names Committee has no objection to the proposal. 
 
According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized tribes with an interest in Chemung County. 

 
Chives Trickle, New York 

(Review List 431) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.01382&p_longi=-
76.77725 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.01554&p_longi=-
76.77656 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Chives Trickle to a 0.2-mile-long tributary of an unnamed 
stream proposed to be named Seaborg Creek in the Town of Ashland in Chemung County.  The 
name refers to the chives plants (Allium sp.) found surrounding the stream.  The stream is not 
shown in the National Hydrography Dataset or on local maps.  If approved, this would be the first 
occurrence of “Trickle” as a generic term in the nation. 
 
The Ashland Town Board supports the proposal.  The Chemung County Executive was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  At the 
request of the New York State Names Committee, the Chemung County Historian was asked to 
comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
State Names Committee has no objection. 
 
According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized tribes with an interest in Chemung County. 
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Minnow Creek, New York 
(Review List 431) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.02817&p_longi=-76.954 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.04138&p_longi=-
76.95022 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Minnow Creek to a one-mile-long unnamed tributary of 
Berry Creek in the Town of Southport in Steuben County.  The proponent states that the name 
refers to the many minnows found in the stream, “some large enough to fish for.” 
 
The Southport Town Supervisor, the Steuben County Legislature, and the Steuben County 
Historian support the proposal.  The New York State Names Committee has no objection. 
 
According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no federally 
recognized tribes with an interest in Steuben County. 
 

Orchard Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56996&p_longi=-
82.59964 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.57533&p_longi=-
82.59447 
 
The new name Orchard Creek is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long tributary of Rhododendron Creek 
(BGN 2005) in the City of Asheville in Buncombe County.  The proponent is the Watershed 
Resources Manager for RiverLink, a non-profit organization promoting the environmental and 
economic vitality of the French Broad River and its watershed.  As part of a “name-that-creek” 
project, RiverLink worked with city staff and the West Asheville neighborhood to select an 
appropriate name for the stream.   
 
After reviewing eleven names submitted by neighborhood residents, the name Orchard Creek 
received the most votes in an online poll.  The name refers to a large apple orchard that was 
located near the source of the stream.  A nearby apartment building was historically the residence 
of orchard workers.  
 
The City Council of Asheville and the Buncombe County Commissioners recommend approval of 
this proposal, as does the North Carolina Board on Geographic Names Authority. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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GNIS lists streams named Peach Orchard Creek 17 miles to the northeast in Buncombe County, 
and Orchard Branch 21 miles to the northwest in Haywood County. 
 

Quilt Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.27949&p_longi=-
82.43793 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.27471&p_longi=-
82.44177 
 
The new name Quilt Creek is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long stream that flows into Madonna Lake 
(proposed to be renamed to Highland Lake (q.v.)) in the Flat Rock community in Henderson 
County.  The proponent states that the name refers to the quilting events that take place at the 
nearby Bonclarken Conference Center and the two active quilting guilds that have contributed to 
the Flat Rock community.  She is also a well-known quilter who has lived in Flat Rock since 1972.  
She has taught quilting classes, hosted quilting television programs, and been active in the Western 
North Carolina Quilters Guild.  She lives near the mouth of the stream. 
 
The Mayor of the Village of Flat Rock and the president of the Bonclarken Conference Center 
support the proposal, while the Henderson County Board of Commissioners has no objection.  The 
North Carolina Board on Geographic Names has no objection; some members commented that the 
proposal “has the feeling of a commercial name but honors arts and crafts contributions to the 
area.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
A query of GNIS found no nearby features with “Quilt” in their names.   
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